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Subject: FW: CGFNS English Language Proficiency Change in PTE Speaking Score
Importance: High
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603.271.2532
603.724.9205
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From: Erica Fuller <efuller@cgfns.org>

Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2024 12:17 PM

Cc: Erica Fuller <efuller@cgfns.org>

Subject: CGFNS English Language Proficiency Change in PTE Speaking Score
Importance: High

EXTERNAL: Do not open attachments or click on links unless you recognize and trust the sender.

Dear Boards of Nursing,

In 2022, the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), Office of Global Health (OGH) published their
updates to the list of approved testing services and minimum passing scores to demonstrate proficiency in the
English language for foreign healthcare workers seeking an occupational visa as a healthcare practitioner in the
United States. These English language standards are a required component for issuance of our Visa Screen® and
CGFNS Certification Program® (CP) certificates. For Credentials Evaluation Service (CES) is used to advise state
boards of nursing (SBONs) on English language proficiency.

Please know that while HRSA has accepted additional English Language Proficiency (ELP) agencies, state boards
of nursing (SBONSs) are not obliged to accept them. It will be at the discretion of your SBON and/or health
professionals administration to determine which, if any, additional ELPs you would like to accept.

CGFNS International, Inc currently uses the HRSA standards but suggested modifications to the speaking
requirements. We believe that the required speaking scores for Pearson PTE are not aligned with those of other
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tests; based on our discussions with Pearson, we recommended a minimum score of 63 (instead of 50) for that
section.

Effective December 01, 2024, CGFNS will require a minimum PTE speaking section score of 63 (instead of
50).

Link to the HRSA website:
https://www.hrsa.gov/office-global-health/foreign-healthcare-worker-requirements

| will schedule meetings to address questions you may have regarding this update and any other ELP examination
questions you may have. As always, feel to contact me at efuller@cgfns.org if you have any questions.

Best,

Erica N. Fuller, MHA, CSSGB

Director of Regulatory Affairs

CGFNS International, Inc.

45 Years of Service

3600 Market Street, Suite 400

Philadelphia, PA 19104-2651

Office direct line: +1 (215) 243-5822

Email: efuller@cgfns.org

www.cgfns.org

CGFNS International is an NGO in Consultative Status with the United Nations
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